THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

done to the persons and property of those who
more or less linked with the Nationalists, or simply
sympathisers with them in every time and place. This
does not mean to say that the National Council for
Defence, whatever the circumstances, will not try to
keep public order at all costs, for it considers this to
be a question of honour, and an interpretation of the
general sentiments of the people of this zone, as well
as its own personal sentiment.

We have in this zone a great quantity of artistic
treasures at the disposition of the Nationalist Govern-
ment. If, through any misunderstanding in the grave
crisis through which we are passing, there should be
violence by people who consider themselves accused
or defrauded, it is possible that these artistic treasures
will be destroyed.

The National Council of Defence does not demand
but requests the Nationalist Government that the
capital of the Republic shall not have to witness a
march past of foreign forces, since we consider that
its heroic and self-sacrificing conduct deserves the
honour of this exemption, which will please it in the
most unlooked-for way.

We think it would be best to carry out the surrender
by zones, or by theatres of operations, so that there
may be organisation and good order. We do not
know if the Nationalist Government has already
solved the problem of supplies for the civil population
and the troops of the Republican zone, but if not,

222